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ACADEMIC TOP 10 - TERM 1 : 2019 

GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

  
L.A. Ndlovu 
S. Matic 
K.J. Reeve 
F. Caldeira 
V.K. Mboweni 
T. Mashicila 
T.I.M. Kgope 
M.M. Breedt 
B. Marufu 
A. Ndhlovu 

  
V.B. Rayner-Payne 
T.M. Matumbura 
L.B. Ndlangisa 
K. Roode 
L.H. Hermans 
K. Maditsi 
L.J. Nel 
S.T. Munusamy 
T.D. Nyangulu 
K. Mashele 

  
R.H. du Plessis 
D.T. Mahara 
R.S.L. Veersamy 
J.L. Erasmus 
T.M. Ramushu 
M. Gwarinda 
O. Motsoagae 
B. More 
N.F. Mofati 
T. Tuwe 

  
I.V. Mahloko 
L. Tsotetsi 
R. Thorpe 
L.N. Ndlovu 
C. Leo 
T. Morenne 
S. Pelati 
N. Koutsouvelis 
T.R. Phutsisi 
E.F. Bristow 

  
K.M. Nkosi 
K. Mbonani 
E.T. Ponte da Silva 
D.T. Kelly 
B.R. Maxwell 
L. Mosia 
T. Fernandes 
D. Pillay 
B. Lubambo 
N.S.S. Mhlambi 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2019 
 

To promote the importance of reading amongst our learners, and to raise awareness of WORLD BOOK 
DAY on 7 March, Springs Boys’ High School recently partnered with Bargain Books, at Springs Mall. 
 
In a first for our school, we brought the bookshop to our learners!  For two days, Bargain Books set up 
eighteen tables of fiction and non-fiction book displays, specifically tailored to our learners.  The boys 
were accompanied by their English teachers and escorted around the displays on both days.   
 
Our Principal, Mrs Freeman, also joined in.  Both staff and learners were able to visit the “bookshop” again 
at breaks.  It also provided us with an excellent opportunity to choose books with which to re-stock our 
relaunched library. 
 
This was a successful venture, one which we plan to repeat in Term 2.   
 
Time spent reading is never wasted.  Remember “a child who reads will be an adult who thinks”. 
 
Thank you to everyone for their support. 

mailto:sbhs@sbhs.co.za
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Our condolences go to the Alexander, Boucher , da Silva, Kingsley, Maistry and 
Reeve families for their tragic loss.   
 
It is not easy to let go of those we love.  Know our thoughts are with you. 

HOW CAN A PARENT PREVENT THEIR CHILD FROM BEING PRESSURED INTO USING DRUGS? 
 
It’s not easy.  It takes vigilance and education.  It also requires a parent to reject any temptation to assume that their 
children will never use drugs. 
 
The correct assumption is that, at some or many points, your child is going to be around other youth or adults who are 
using drugs or drinking heavily.  They are going to be offered those drugs.  Right at that moment, they are probably 
going to feel challenged.  Should they say yes and be “one of the guys” or should they say no and risk being thought 
judgmental or prudish?  It’s a tough moment for a young person without a lot of life experience. 
 
Even  if a parent has had many conversations about drugs and alcohol use being unacceptable, that might not be 
enough to help that child escape that situation with their popularity intact. 
 
A parent has to realise two things: 
 
1. The child has to be educated enough that when he is on his own and runs into an offer of drugs, he has the 

knowledge and personal conviction to want to stay drug or alcohol-free. 
2. He has to know how to get out of this situation gracefully so as to not invite the ridicule of friends. 
 
Giving Kids an Out 
 
Some parents have developed ingenious ways of helping their kids get out of 
uncomfortable situations like the ones we’re talking about.  To start with, they 
take it for granted that the child will find themselves in a situation it’s difficult 
to just walk away from.  Here’s a few workarounds smart parents have devel-
oped. 
 
One mom sat down with her kids and imagined several real-life situations they could find themselves in.  For each situ-
ation, they worked out a specific script that would help the child worm their way out of any danger without giving their 
friends any grounds for complaint.  For example: 
 
 Someone offers the kid marijuana : “My mom checks my clothes every night when I get home to see if they smell 

like pot.  I can’t even be around it.” 
 Some offers the kid a beer: “I’m allergic.  Totally blows.” 
 
Another parent worked out a texting code with his kids.  If they texted a parent a message with an X in it, the parent 
would call the child five minutes later with some invented family emergency and come pick him up. 
 
Think Through Their Privacy 
 
Different parents have different opinions about how much privacy their children need.  This is something you will have 
to decide for yourself. 
 
Consider monitoring their text messages and social media traffic.  Of course, messages can be deleted.  There are now 
applications that allow parents to review call and text traffic even if it’s been deleted.  Do an online search for some-
thing like “how can parents monitor a child’s social media and text messages” and you should get some appropriate 
results. 
 
- continued on page 3 
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Think Through Their Privacy -continued from page 2 
 
You can always review the kinds of posts their friends make to social media sites like Facebook, Instagram, etc.  If their 
friends repeatedly post comments about parties and drinking on nights your child is away from home, you have some 
clues about their activity. 
 
Inspection of Personal Possessions 
 
Many parents reserve the right to inspect their children’s belongings and furnishings.  Very often this decision is made 
after a problem has shown up.  Whether it’s done proactively or as part of a solution to a problem, it’s good for a  
parent to know what to look for.  Items that look innocent to a parent could be used to consume or conceal drugs.   
Get educated on where drugs could be hidden away and then make your own choices about how closely to inspect. 
 
You would also be wise to learn the signs of drug use and of addiction.   Above all, never assume your child will stay 
drug-free.  Parenting in this age of easy access to drugs and alcohol takes a heightened awareness and proactive  
attitude.   

DEBATING 
 

What a successful year 2018 was for our debaters! Sandile Mhlambi and Itumeleng  
Mokoena were awarded Full Colours for reaching the Provincial Oral Rounds of the  
National Schools Moot Court Competition. 
 

Sandile Mhlambi and Katlego Nkosi were “television stars” when they took part in a 
televised debate for the new SABC 2 series, “Battle of the Versus”. 
 

Inter-House and League debating provided stimulating topics and Team SBHS now has 
a strong Junior League.  
 

Debating is a skill and is key for the development of critical thinking. This is something that we rely on in the FET Phase, 
(particularly in English, for the Literary Essay) and it is a skill that employers value. See the excerpt below. 
 

“Critical thinking is also a desired competency for graduates, and many businesses have highlighted concern about students’ 
inability to think critically. Whilst placement years and internships go some way to resolving this issue, teaching core debating 
skills in university is fundamental.  
 

By transforming our students into debaters whilst in education, we are equipping them with the vital skills to make informed 
judgements about crucial issues and deal with complex ideas and competing advocacy in their learning.” 
Source:https://universitybusiness.co.uk/Article/employability-skills-we-love-a-good-debate [date last accessed 18 November 2018] 
 

See you at practice! 

SQUASH    
 
We have great aspirations this year for our sport at SBHS, as well as for the facilities 
we are so blessed to have at our school. We have planned much work and various 
fundraising projects to be implemented during the course of this year, to enable us to 
undertake some of the upgrades our courts need and to develop the sport at our 
school. If you are at all interested in or able to assist us in any way, please come and 
see Mrs. Willis for more details. On that note we invite you to pop into the courts to 

see the improvements we have already  started to make and keep ears and 
eyes open for all the exciting things to come. 
 
Many new players have already joined the practices and we welcome anyone 
else interested. We practice on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
afternoons between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. as well as friendly matches on the  
occasional Saturday morning – do join us. Our aim is to develop our Squash 
potential to enter multiple teams into future leagues.  
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We wish to thank our parents for their continued support.   We raised R804.26 for  
February and R758.33 for March.  It takes only a swipe to  support SBHS.    

See our D6 for more information and more exciting news about the MySchool Card App 

now available.  Please support our school! 

CASSEL  
 
2019 started with great anticipation in the interhouse competition. House spirit was at an all time high and the 
boys were eager to represent the house. Cassel performed well in various of the activities and the boys showed 
great spirit in supporting boys participating in various events. 
 

Cassel performed well in the swimming gala and notably got an overall second place. This was a great turnaround from the  
previous year and the swimmers must be commended for their efforts on the day. One of the highlights of the year was definitely 
the U/19 relay race at inter-house athletics where the boys came in close to a second place right behind Struben. 
 
The term is almost at its end and a word of thanks must be given to all boys that participated. Onward to the second term, where 
Cassel will look to build towards achieving a great 2019. 

SELECTION 
 
With the euphoria in mind from our fourth consecutive win in 2018, Selection House is reminded that the 
slate is wiped clean every year when school reopens and we are challenged all over again to defend our 
title.  
 
As with every year, we lose the senior part of our house and the learners have to step up and fill the shoes left behind. But, I can 
honestly say that this year the House has started with a keen display of heart and spirit and we have had great fun participating in 
the inter-house activities so far.  
 
We have added a board but also lost a board, but this will not deter us from participating in activities to come with absolute deter-
mination and just giving it the best we have in the terms ahead of us – after all, it is no one’s intention to lose, and this is certainly 
not what we strive for.  
 
The competition is tough and we wish all our competitor Houses well … but 
remember the rhino is a silent, powerful and very resilient animal.       

“Attitude is everything !” 

STRUBEN 
 

The year started on a very busy note for everyone, with Inter House tabloids, cross country, athletics,  
swimming and water-polo. 
 
Struben House did very well. Thank you to everyone, educators and learners, for their hard work and  

dedication. We look forward to a wonderful Term 2 with more sport and culture activities that we can, and will, participate in. 

SELCOURT 
 

Selcourt house certainly knows how to start the year with a BANG! 2019 has been a great year so far. With 
extra energy in our house tabloids and extra cheer in our spirit, we have created an instoppable force.  
 
Congratulation to Selcourt House on the following achievements: 
 

1st place: Inter-house Cross Country, Wwimming, Waterpolo and Chess and 3rd place Inter-house Athletics. 
 

Selcourt House has had incredible participation and spirit. Our house is always eager to sign up for an activity to get involved in.  
Welcome to our grade 8 Spartans. We look forward to you upholding the good name of Selcourt House. 
 

A special welcome to Mr Coertzen, our new deputy house master, we are happy to have you guide and lead us! A very special wel-
come to a new Selcourt staff member, Mrs Maxwell. 
 

Good luck, Selcourt, for 2019!! 


